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GrnTLEMEN, 


mon . 4 Jefore you, hom” 
intended for a Publick Service 
in this Town, I am very deſirous + 
it ſhould anſever the "End propos d: which 
ſome of You ſeem'd to think could not ſo. 
Hectualiy be done, without the Publication - 
of it. As it is in the Power of Thoſe, who 
deſired the Printing of it, to make the. 
Advice efeftual, upon this View I conſent- 
ed, and hope it may excuſe the Badneſs of - 
the Materials, ſince they may by your Ma- 
nagement be made wſeful 70 208 bal perk 
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5 = N the Management af the Subject of the. 
enſuing Diſcourſe, I have endeavoiir'd to 
| purſue the Intention of the Legiſlature ; 
who, I preſume; deſign'd to remove a gene- 
ral Grievance, oceafion'd by the Burden of 
a numerous and uſeleſs Poor, and promote a general 
Advantage by the Bencfit of their preſent Labour, and 
the Education of their Children to Induſtry for the fu- 
ture. And, I hope, * tis evident, the Conduct here re- 
e would anſwer ſuch good Intention, and be 
of univerſal Service to the Nation if univerſally follow d. 
As to the Motives urged; ſince GOD has directed 
us to the Expectation of temporal Bleſſings, and given 
the Promiſes of this Life as well as that which is to 
come, to encourage our Obedience, we may ſurely. be 
allowed to uſe thoſe Arguments in the Pulpit, which 
GOD uſes in his Word; and therefore Reaſons of . 
doing Good, deriv'd Gab prudential. Confiderations, 
are no way improper, unleſs they degenerate into mere 
worldly Wiſdom, and have no View but temporal Inte- 
reſt. But when we can promote the Prattice of true 
Religion, and uſeful Buſineſs, at a leſs E than 
we now ſupport Idleneſs and Debauchery, it is not, nor 
ought to be call'd ill Husbandry, nor eſteem d deroga- 
tory from the Principles of the Goſpel. _ 4 
Tuis I thought neceſſary, to anſwer ſuch Obje&tions 
as have been, or may be made to the Method I have 
taken. Beſide, the Savings from a Tax for the Support 
of the Poor, may be employed more beneficially to the 
Souls of the Charitable upon Occafions which they can 
never want; while at the ſame Time the Poor will be 


be maintain' tho' at a cheaper Rate. 
trer ane per PROV. 


PROV. XIII. 23. | 


Much Food | 1 in the Tillge of 


the Poor: but there is that 


u deſtroyd for Want of Fug: | 


ment. 


World were few, and their 


Things, 
Riches conſiſted for the main 


part in their Cattle, and they removed from 
Place to Place for the Conveniency of Paſture, 


and choſe any where a Reſidence, that was 


not before occupied by another Proprietor. _ 
And while e A 


for 


oy 


Ty, Way of Living plain and 
ſimple, the Value of Land, 
; and conſequently of all other 
was little. Their 
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for all the Inhabitants, their Flocks and Herd „ 
and Mankind were contented with common Ne- 0 
ceſſaries of Life; no one could be poor, or want 

in thoſe Circomſtancess ; and there was no Oc-- 
caſion for the Exerciſe of the Wit and Invention 
of Men, to contrive Ways and Means of getting 
a Livelihood, by improving the Value of Things 
by Art and Induſtry, and the Exchange of uſe- 
ful and RY Commadities for Food and 


Raiment 


In this Period of Time, Labour, the Con- 
ſequence of the Curſe, was common to all the 
Pofterity of him, who was doom'd to eat his 
Bread in the Sweat of his Face. The Heads of 

Families cultivated their own Vineyards, tilled 
their Fields, and fed their Cattle, and bore their 

Share-in the general Toil, and Travel of Man- 
kind. But when Men increas'd, and the Earth 
was divided in Property to particular Perſons. 
and Families, Trades and  Manufattures became 
neceſſary, and Labour the eſpecial Portion of part 
of Mankind only. The Wants of the Poor, 
and Luxury of the Rich, obliged the One to 
take Pains in ſome Sort of Buſineſs, and by 
Artiſice and Workmanſhip give ſuch a Value to 
the Little they were Maſters of, as might, in 
return, procure what they wanted, and the 
others had Plenty of; and the Others Abun- 
dance enabled them to pa y the Price of Labour, 


and Reward of Ingenuiry. The 3 of 
the 


a F - # 9 * $5 I =Y 


E'® © & Wi 4 


P 2 


E plying the Poor. 


 . the One forced chem to work, 3 


| their Inyention, to make the Wealthy eaſy by 
their Service, or contribute to their Amuſement 
and Diverſion by cunning and artful Contrivan- 
ces; and the Wealth of the other, in Exchange, 


purchas'd them the Conveniencies e Rood 


in need of. | 12883 X 1 


. Mankind had various Methods ot 
Life, according to their Situation and Circum- 
ſtances; and as their Neceſſities increas d in 


Proportion to their Numbers, ſo new Devices 
. were ſtill found out for Subſiſtence. For every 
one that is not poſſeſs'd of an Eſtate in Pro- 

perty, muſt. betake himſelf for a Maintenance 


to ſome Art or Science, Trade or Merchandize, 
or laborious Employment. And ſuch as have 


Nothing of their own to. barter for what they 
want, and do not, or cannot ſupply this Want 
+ ar any of thoſe Means, muſt, as Matters now 


be without the Comforts: of Life, unleſs 


2 
en -_ 'S 


1 this e the Divine Provides" | 
may ſcem unequal with reſpect to particular 
Families, or fingle Perſons; but in regard to 
the whole Community, nothing could have 
been contrived: with greater Wiſdpm, Goodneſs 


and Juſtice, than this Diſtribution. of Mankind 


in nn. Nor is the Diſpro- 
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portion, if duly confider'd, ſo much as it ap- an 
Pears to be. A Great, or Rich Man, however || an 
envied for his Abundance, enjoys nothing of | wi 
that Abundance, except the beholding it with | dil 


: his Eyes, or the Childiſh Pleaſure of calling it U 


his on, more than another who has bare of 
Neceſſaries. His Tenants, and their Families, 
live upon the Improvement of his Lands; 
Tradeſmen and Artificers upon the ſpending of 
his Rents; and in this Expence his Servants 
and Retinue have much the larger Share: So 
that in the main he is but the Diſpenſer and 
Retailer of his Plenty to the Uſe and Subſiſt- 
ence of a great many others, an Inſtrument 
under GOD to encourage the Labour of the 
Countryman, and promote the Commerce of 
the Citizen; himſelf enjoying no more than 
Meat, Drink and Cloathing; except a few Va- 
nities and Gaieties be taken in to the Account, 
which a wiſe Man would not be at the Trouble 
of obtaining and attending. And in this Diſ- 
penſation the Poor are not to be thought neg- 
lected or forgotten, tho they be poſſeſs'd of 
nothing to ſubſiſt themſelves, or to give in 
Return for the Things they need, becauſe they 
have by GO D's Appointment a- Right to a 
Share of the Superfluities of others: The 
World was made for, and is ſufficient to main- 
tain all that dwell upon it; and that None 
may be deſtitute of tome Proportion, G OD 
has given us inward Difpoſitions of Tenderneſs 


and 


1 the _ 9 
3 as well as outward Affluence 
and Plenty. We cannot help being affected 
with Miſery and Diſtreſs, and conſequently are 
diſpoſed to pity and relieve the Indigent and 
Unfortunate. To promote this natural Temper 
of Benevolence and Charity, GOD has added 
the Promiſe of Rewards temporal and eternal; 
and further, to ſecure our Performance of this 
Duty, has denounced * moſt ſevere Curſes 
wu 1 D. 65 


. to this ann of. * 
great Governour and wiſe OEconomiſt of the 
World, our Lawgivers have frequently made 
Provifion for the Intereſts of the Poor, and 
ſubjected all who are able to contribute by a 
general Tax to their Maintenance. But there 
has formerly been this common Defect in all 
the Laws made for that Purpoſe; that tho 
they ſecured a Support for the Poor, yet they 
were contrived rather to keep them ſo, and 
upon the Account of that "Proviſion to encou- 
rage others to become ſo, than to better the 
Condition of thoſe that were already Neceſſi- 
tous, and prevent others from falling into the 
like unhappy Circumſtances. - But of late the 
Wiſdom of the Nation has: been employ'd- to 
contrive more ſuitable Means, not only of 
maintaining the Poor, but of obliging ſturdy 
idle Vagrants to work for their own Subfiſt- 
5 15 * to 


958 buted; ſome of whom muſt in Time have 
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to Buſineſs, lefſening hereby for the Nr i 
the Number, and preventing for the future the t 
"Increaſe of Beggars, to the Eaſe and Relief of It. 
the richer Sort, to whom the former Laws were in 

Wer a Grievance. b 


Tn. „ Method had firſt 102 pthonagthby or 
ſome particular Places, whoſe Poor were ſo nu- if fic 
merous and burdenſome, that of Neceſſity N 
ſomething was to be done, as well for their 
S:1pport, as the Relief of thoſe who contri- 


wanted what they were forc'd to give, or at 
leaſt have ſuſfer d very much in their Buſineſs, 
had not ſome Method of Prevention been found 
out. And the Succeſs of theſe particular Cor- 
porations, in their Proviſion for the Indigent, 
and ſaving to themſelves in the Decreaſe of 
their Rates, has given Occaſion to a General 
Law, whereby every Community is empower'd 

to follow the Steps of Thoſe, who have led 
che Way with Succeſs. I 


Tux Increaſe and Charge of the Poor is, 
and has been for many Years, Matter of ge- 
neral Complaint, and we bear our Share in the 
common Burden : Give me Leave therefore to 
perſuade you, (ſince by Law you are enabled 
and in Prudence obliged) to take ſome Ellectua 
Care for the better Maintenance of our — 

Poor, for the W W ſuch as p 
0 


Employing the Poor. 11 
for Want of Buſineſs, and for the leſſening of 
their Number for the Time to come; and 
of thereby to conſult your own Eaſe and Intereſt. 
xe in their Advantage. And this ſurely will not 
be thought an improper Subject for the Pulpit, 

I which is intended, and may be managed, not 
by only as a Kindneſs to our ſelves, - but a bene- 
w- ficial Charity to the Souls and Bodies of the 
ity Neceflitous. | e 
eir i . 
r- Tux xx & much Food in the Nice f the Poor; 
ve Bf their Labour, if prudently employ'd, may tend 
at to their great Benefit, and ſave conſiderably to 
the Publick. But there is that i deſtroy d for 
Want of Judgment; either by not applying to 
Buſineſs at al, which is the Caſe of many who 


F R 


ent, ¶ rely entirely upon the Pariſh Allowance, and 
oi lve wretchedly, rather than mend that Subſiſt- 
ral ence by their own Work; or elſe by choofing 
dg: wrong Sort of Buſineſs, ſuch as they are not 


capable of, or the Profit does not anſwer their 
labour. In this Caſe, if prudent Overſeers 
have the Direction of their Work, it may be 
contrived ſo as to prove uſeful and the Pro- 
duce of their Labours be dif] des of to bet- 
ter Advantage, when managed by diſcreet Per- 
ſons, and ſupported by a publick Stock, than 
it poſſibly can be by the Poor themiſelyes, who 
cannot ſo well judge of, or wait a Market; 
but muſt diſpoſe of it to the faſt Bidder for 


Support, or want Support. n 
Ba - JAY 


12 
Tur Words contains Two —— The 


of Ialeneſs, or Iil-judg'd Buſineſs. 
Amp in the further Conſideration of them, 
1 ſhall .endeavour to prove, 


FB irſt, The _y and ds that may be 
and to * community. 


bal The Diſaluange and ill Ae 
of Want of Judgment, either in downright 
| Idleneſs, or (what is almoſt as bad) unprofitable 


And then I ſhall apply the whole with Relation t 
the particular Circumſtances of this Place. 


vantage that may be made of the Wark P the Poor, 
to themſelves, and to the Community. 
We cannot but be ſenſible, that a great part 
of the Riches of the Nation, is owing to the 
Labour and Induſtry of the Inhabitants. The 
Land Rent and Produce of the Earth, might 
probably ſupport the People in Life, could they 
be contented to live with the ſame Simplicity 
and Frugality, as the primitive Inhabitants of 
the old World; or even as the ancient Occu- 
| Piers of this Iſland, before the Roman Conqueſts 
introduced with foreign Arts and polite Man- 
= 7; ners, 


Benefit of the Labour of the Poor; a 


made of the Work of the Poor, to . 


Firſt then, I am to prove, The Benefit and Ad- 
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to 


Plenty, Pomp, and ſuperfluous Enjoyments, 


for the Labour. The ſame is obſervable in the 
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ners, foreign Luxury, and ſtudied Extrava- 


> But tis notorious, that at this Tine 
the Expences far exceed the natural Product; 
and that we are able to ſubſiſt in ſo 4 | 


muſt be aſcribed to the additional Value that 


is given to the Materials of our Produce by the 


Labour. of our Artificers; without which we 


could neither uſe thoſe Materials our ſelves in 
the Service we want, nor adapt them to the 
Neceſſities and Occaſions of Foreign Countries, 

and reap the Gain of a n Export and 
Commerce. 


Non Inſtance, the Materials of a Clock or 


Watch are of no Eſteem , in compariſon to the 


Workmanſhip, the main part of the Price is 


fineſt Works of our Wool, Minerals, and other 
Manufactures, where there is the leaſt Stuff 


and moſt Labour, there is the higheſt Value. 


Paper, Glaſs, and Earthen Ware, are made 
up of Things in themſelves worth nothing, 
and yet by the Skill and Diligence of the 
Workman raiſe a conſiderable Revenue, and 


keep and enrich many Families. So that it 


muſt be the great Intereſt of a People to 
encourage Labour, the Produce of which is ſo 


much clear Gain to the Publick, and it ought 
to be the eſpecial Care of a Government, 
to countenance. all ſuch Trages, as are thus 

carried 
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carried on, not only becauſe of the neat Profit, - 
but by Reaſon alſo of the Numbers therein 
employ'd. Things not manufactured paſs thro' 
few Hands, and yield but little Gain; whereas 
Manufactures ſubſiſt Multitudes, and every 
8 ſeveral Employment brings Advantage to the 

ſeveral Workmen. 


Ap herein is the great Benefit to the 


Poor, that ſo many Families are maintain d, 


and that a few Merchants are able to employ, 
and thereby ſubſiſt many Thouſands, who 


without that Work would become Burdens to 
themſelves and the Common-wealth. And the 
Advantage to the Publick conſiſts in this, that 


they are eas'd of the Charge of keeping idle 
and uſeleſs People; that thoſe very People in 
the ſpending of their Wages contribute to the 


Support of ſeveral others, with whom they 


have Occaſion to traffick for Meat, Drink, and 


Cloathing: And thoſe again by that Profit 
are enabled to trade with their Correſpon- 
dents, and allow them a Gain in what they 
buy ; and hereby a Circulation of Trade and 
Profit is promoted throughout the Kingdom. 


Which Advantage is further improved by the 
Merchant, who exports the Produce and Ma- 
nufactures of our own Nation, and brings back 
again more Work for the Employment of the 
Poor, in ſuch Commodities as are not manu- 

Shred; and more N for Tradeſmen ry 
| ſiuch 
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ſuch as are. So that the Labour of the Poor 
is the main Wheel, the firſt Mover in the 
great Machine of Trade and Buſineſs. And it 
therefore is ſo, becauſe as they are educated 
in a penurious and hardy Way of Life, their 
Wants lie in a little Compaſs, their Expences 
are low, and therefore they can afford their 
Labour cheap, ſo as to leave ſufficient Room 
for the Gain of thoſe who employ them, and 
enable them to carry on either a Domeſtick 
or Foreign. Trade; in the firſt of which, be- 
fide thoſe who are immediately concern'd in 
ſome Part of the Buſineſs, a great many Por- 
ters and Carriers are employed to the Subſiſt- 
ence of themſelves and Families; and in the 
latter an infinite Number of Sailors, with the 
like Benefit to them and theirs ; And conſe- 
quently in both to- n publick. | 


— appears the 5 Neceſſity and 


Uſefulneſs of finding Employment for ſuch as 
are able, and yet want Work, and are ready 
to periſh for want of ſome Work. If they be 
not hired as Labourers they muſt be idle; and 
if they have no Stock of their own, they can- 
not employ themſelves, And many ſuch 
there are amongſt. us; and when we reflect, 
that they are ſupported entirely at our Ex- 
pence, we muſt judge it prudent to find. Em- 
ployment for them, as well for our own. Baſe 
nn nnn 
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Trades to which they were brought up. And 
the reſt, as they are able, be kept to Buſineſs 
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is Profit, eſpecially when thoſe are made to 


eat abe Labour of their own Hands, who 


all the Advantage that is gain'd by their 
Work, is fo much clear to thoſe who kept 


em, and they muſt be very meanly employ d | 
_ If they yield no Profit. 


$0226 52 ut firſt they cannot finiſh any 


Work fine enough for a Market, yet they 
may be ſo far inſtructed either in the Linen, 
or Woollen Manufacture, as immediately to 
cloath themſelves, and by degrees learn to 


improve in faleable Ware. And their Work 
may be ſo diftributed according to their Capa- 


cities when placed together in one Houſe, as 
none but the Sick and very Impotent may 
want Employment. Some may ſerve as Nurſes 


'for the Children, others do the Buſineſs of 
the Houſe. Some may be hired out to ſuch 


as want their Service, and others work at the 


of ſuch Sort as may turn to ſome Accomt. 


HEN alſo appears the great Reaſonable- 


neſs of providing for, and maintaining 'the 


Poor, when after- a Life of hard Labour and 


Service they are grown old and decrepit: 
They are not to be deem'd uſeleſs Members 
of the Common: wealth, Who have in their 


| Youth 


were before maintain'd at the Charge of others; 
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| Youth and Vigour contributed ſo largely 
the general Good. Without the Aſſiſtance of. 
the poorer Sort, the Merchant and Tradeſman 
cannot raile an Eſtate, nor can he who is Maſter. 
of one, live with Comfort and Pleaſure, if 
they do not for him the meaner Offices and 
Drudgeries of Life: And therefore as the 
Providence of GOD has appointed ſuch an 
Inequality for the Service of Mankind, and 
they who inherit the Labours of the People 
cannot well ſubſiſt without it; that Order of 
Men, who are doom'd to Want and Labour, 
tho' poor yet making many rich, are by no 
Means to be neglected; 3 Old, Sick and 
Weak among them ought to be taken Cave of 
by thoſe who are able. 


* 


1 proceed now, _. 
cond! y, To prove the Diſadvantage and n c- 
ſequence of Want of Judgment, either in Dotun- 


right Jvleneſs, or (what | is almoſt © as way | 
ewes Labour. © 
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128 great Misfortune, that the Children 
if the Poor are often bred up to no Bufineſs 
all, or too frequently are put out to ſuch 
p ployments, as are not agreeable to their 


d linations and Conſtitutions; or elſe are bound 
t: J fuch Trades as are overſtockt, ſo as either 
ers d want Work, or be engaged in ſuch Labour 


+ is ungrofitable. And this Misfortune is 
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owing ſometimes to the Negligence and Care- 
Teſneſs of Parents; ſometimes is the Effect of 
Chance, when the Parents are willing to em- 
brace the firſt Opportunity that offers of placing 
their Children, left they ſhould not afterwards 
meet with another, not diſtinguiſhing whether 

the Buſineſs be proper or no. The firſt is 
a ſcandalous and wicked Behaviour of Parents, 
for which they muſt anſwer to God, and ac- 
count for the Miſcarriage and Unhappineſs of 
their Children. And as this Practice muſt of 
| Neceſſity have an ill Effect upon the Commu- 
nity, it ought to be prevented, where there is 
a Power to do it; and ſuch a Power is by 
Act of Parliament given to Pariſh Officers. 
As to the other, which is the Indiſcretion: of 
Parents, and occafion'd by the Meanneſs of 
their Circumſtances, they are rather to be 
pitied for the Neceſſity, than altogether blamed 
for the Conduct. But however, as the Publick 
may and does ſuffer by this Method of Pro- 
ceeding, a Remedy for this ought alſo to be 
applied, where there is an Opportunity of do- 
ing it; and if the Powers eftabliſhed by Au- 
thority be duly executed, this ill Effect might 
alſo be nnn 


Axvp the Neceſſity of r ſome Re- 
medy to theſe Misfortunes will be evident, if 
we. conſider the ill Effects of Idleneſs, whe- 
ther it proceed from a vicious Education, or 


** 
Ge 


Wickedneſs: 
queſt to the Temptations of Satan, and Solli- 
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from the Diſlike or Want of Buſineſs. 
are naturally inclin'd to Evil, and from = 
original Corruption derive a Proneneſs to Ini- 


quity; ſo that without ſome Employment, we 


are under a Neceflity, as it were, of becoming 
what by Nature and Original Corruption we 
are diſpoſed to be. If deſtitute of Buſineſs, 
we immediately fall into Habits of Vice and 
An idle Perſon is an eaſy Con- 


citations of ill Company; the weary Moments 
of an indolent Life are ſuch a Burden to the 
flothful, that their only Endeavour is how to 
loſe themſelves, and paſs away their tedious 
Hours without Obſervation and Reflection. 
Hence Gaming, Drunkenneſs, Exceſs, and Riot, 
and all the pernicious Diverfions and ill Practi- 
ces, that deſtroy the Fortunes, Souls and Bo- 
dies of -the unwary Debauchees, and- are the 
Peſt of humane Society. For when thoſe 


miſerable Wretches have no Fund to anſwer 


all the Demands of an extravagant Luxury, 


they run into wicked Courſes for a Supply 


of their Wants; and unable to dig, or aſhamed 
to beg, they apply to readier Ways of getting, 
Pilfering and Stealing, Fraud and Violence; 
and either too idle or ignorant to ſubſiſt by 
their: own Labours, live upon the Spoil of 
their Neighbours. And when in Proceſs of 
Tine" they. become habituated to do Evil, 


92 they 
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and the Judgment of their Underſtanding, as 

neither to chooſe for themſelves, nor be ad- 
viſed by others to what is good, nor even to 
be forc'd to their own Intereſt. They are ſo 
entirely led Captive by the Devil at his Will, 
and ſeal'd unto Deſtruction, as not to be in- 


fluenced by Religious Motives, without a Mi- 
racle of Divine Grace. And the Temporal 


Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies that neceſſarily 
follow ſuch Behaviour in the Sufferings and 
Diſgrace of the guilty Perſons, and in the 
| Ruin of their Families, gives them no manner 
of Pain or Uneaſineſs ; becauſe they are ſen- 
fible, whenever they ſhall thro' old Age be 
incapable of ſubſiſting any longer upon vile 
Practices, or by Intemperance have ruin'd their 
Conſtitutions, and thence become Objects of 
Charity, or if at their Deaths they ſhall leave 
a miſerable and diftreſs'd Family, in all theſe 
Caſes the Law has made Proviſion for Sup- 
port, the Pariſh is bound to maintain them. 
This gives them Encouragement, and however 
undeſerving, they inſolently are to claim the 
. Benefit 1 the Law. 


Tus is Idleneſs the Foundation of moſt 
of - thoſe Vices, which ruin the Guilty, and 
thence become a Burden to the Innocent; 
when People, unable to maintain ly 
* 


they ſo far loſe the Freedom of their Will, 


Employing the Poor. 21 
by unprofitable Labour, chooſe rather to be 
idle, than labour in vain; or elſe ſlothful by 
Temper, and defirous to live by any Means 


rather than working, by an almoſt unavoid- 


able Neceſſity, muſt either ſtarve or ſubſiſt by 


Villany. And whereas moſt Men are more 


ſenſible of their preſent Temporal Wants, than 
provident againſt future Eternal Sufferings 3 
therefore it happens that the Cravings and 
Needs of the Body prevail againſt the Intereſts 
of the Soul, and they will hazard any Thing, 
rather than not ſatisfie their ſenſual Appetites, 
and indulge importunate and clamorous De- 


ſires. 


w 8 e can be ſufficient "tap 
this great and common Evil, but what ftrikes 
at the Root, and takes away the firſt Cauſe. 
And *twould be in vain to attempt it, with- 
out finding Buſineſs for thoſe People, contriv- 
ing for ſuch as are willing, Work that will 
turn to Account, and forcing the obſtinately 
idle to labour, by the Execution of Legal 

Puniſhments, where nothing elſe will be effectual. 
And I am perſuaded, that ſuch as now live 
in Sloth and Idleneſs, when they, have for a 
while. been accuſtom'd to Buſineſs, will not 
find in it the Toil and Difficulty they appre- 
hend, but by Uſe will learn to take Delight 
and Pleaſure in it. There is certainly leſs 
| Trouble 
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Trouble than in ftrolling about from Place to 
Place; and the Attendance that is oſten given 
for a Piece of Bread, or a Cup of Drink, is 
more fatiguing, than the Labour that would 
have purchaſed more in the ſame Time, 
which argues great Want of judgment in thoſe 
poor Creatures, and ſhews the Inconveniencies 
that moſt part of them fall into, when left 
to their own Conduct. In like manner, when 
he that ftole (the Effeck of Want and Idle- 
neſs) learns to ſteal no more, but labours 
working with his own Hands the Thing which 
28 good, and gets not only ſufficient for him- 
ſelf, but that he may have to give to him 
| that needeth, (which probably would be the 
Caſe, if the Poor were bred to and conſtantly 
employed in Buſineis) he will find ſo much 
Difference in the Way of Life, as to bleſs 
GOD and his Benefactors, to praiſe and purſue | 
e eee en —_ tome can 
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ing upon us. But we ſhould have a great 
deal more Reaſon for our Complaints, were 
it not that many of our Poor are taken off 
our Hands by private Charities. The Truſtees 
of the Charity-School maintain, educate, and' 
put out to Buſineſs, ſeveral Children every 
Year; and notwithſtanding the unreaſonable 
Objections of ſome againft this Sort of Cha- 
rity, and the Conduct of it, ſure 1 am tis a 
common Benefit. The Children are inſtructed 
for a competent time in the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and the Duty they oe to 

the Civil Government; they are taught Read= 
ing, Writing, and Nccourite; in ſuch a Meaſure 
as may be uſeful in their low Station of Life, 
and then placed out to the Sea, Husbandry, 
or ſome mechanic Buſineſs, for their future 
Maintenance. And *tis evident, this Proviſion. 
for them muſt be a Relief to the Publick, as 
it ſaves the preſent Expence of keeping thoſe . | 
very Children, © and prevents fot the future 
their becoming chargeable. "Mr. Marton 8 Hoſ- 
pital maintains ſix poor Women, and a great 
many Boys are Yearly put to Trades by his 
Benefaction; and by the Addition made by 
| Sir Michael Warn, as many or near as many: 
the Men may be entirely” ſupported. The Schools - 

for Sewing, | ting, Spinning, and Bone-Lace 
working, for which we are obliged to the Cha- 
25 and Rey of good and 1 * 
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ſhew us a Method how to educate our Youth- 
of one Sex to Induſtry and profitable Labour, 


as our Charity-School does for the other Sex 
and would we improve upon thoſe Examples, 


we have a Specimen how the reſt of our Poor 


may be maintain'd in a Religious, Honeſt and 


Frugal Manner, and be managed ſo as to con- 
tribute to their own Support. Theſe Methods 


have leſſen d greatly the Number of Strollers, 


and would we make them general, our Streets 
would ſoon be clear'd of Beggars, to our own 


Eaſe and Credit, and their Comfort. 


AL1 Beginnings are difficult, both in the 
Expence, and finding out ſuitable Methods to 
make the Expence anſwer the true Intention; 
it requires Judgment and Knowledge in Buſi- 
neſs, to diſcern what ManufaQtures are proper 
for the Employment of the Poor, what Ma- 
terials are moſt eaſily procured, and what 
Produce may be vended to the beſt Advantage 


in any particular Place. But as the Society 


for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, in their 
Zeal to forward every good Work that may 
be ſerviceable to Mankind, have colle&ed and 
publiſhed ſome of the beſt Accounts of the 
Methods that have been taken in the Work- 


houſes al ready erefted in ſeveral Parts of the 


Kingdom, tis not to be doubted but ſome 
of thoſe Accounts way ſo wu. ſuit the ſpecial 
a + © 
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Circumſtances of this Town, as to ſerve for 
our Direction, when we ſhall in earneſt apply 
our Thoughts and Endeavours to ſo good and 
beneficial a Work. Which ſurely we muſt be 
diſpoſed to do, when we ſee ſo many Inſtances 
of the happy Effects of ſuch Proceedings, 
which under the greateſt Diſadvantages have 
never fail'd of producing ſome good Effect. 


Bur ſuppoſing our Attempts ſhould not 
anſwer in the Article of Profit; which cannot 
be ſuſpected, becauſe ſeveral Families living in 
common together, were there nothing elſe in 
it, may be maintain'd at leſs Expence, than 
when divided in ſeveral Houſes; yet they will 
be attended with ſo many other Conveniencies, 
as to make it well worth our while to buy, 
build, or hire publick Work-houſes for the 
Entertainment and Employment of our Poor, 
Becauſe under a publick Inſpection, none can 
warit the Neceſlities of Life, none can be idle; 
Children will not be neglected and abandon d, 
as they are too often, by Pariſh Nurſes; Pro- 
phaneneſs and Immorality, Vice and Wicked 
neſs, will be aſhamed and diſcountenanced ; and 
the conſtant , daily Prayers, reading of the 
Scriptures and other good Books, to be en- 
joyn'd as the common Uſage of ſuch Houſes, 
will give thoſe that live in them a better 
Senſe of their mus and a truer Notion of 
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Religion, ſo as to make their Lives more re- 
gular and Chriſtian, and their Attendance upon 
the Ordinances of the Church more frequent 
and more ſincere, than when left to their 
own Management; and thus the Interefts of 
Religion and the Civil Society, be at once 
conſulted and provided for. Ba 


By an Act of the Ninth of His Majeſty 
King GEORGE, the Church-wardens and 
Overſeers of the Poor, with the Conſent of 
the major Part of the Pariſhioners, in Veſtry, 
or other publick Meeting, are impowered to 
purchaſe or hire a Work- houſe or Houſes, to 
contract for Lodging, Maintaining, and Employ- 
ing of the Poor; to take the Benefit of their 
Work for their common Uſe; and to ftrike 
out of the Poors Lift all ſuch as ſhall. refuſe 
to be ſo lodg'd, maintain'd and employ'd. So 
that being thus authorized, there wants only 
an actual Exerciſe of this Power, to do what ! 
have endeavoured to ſhew uſeful and advan- 
tageous to our ſelves, and the Indigent among 
us. And thus may we make a Benefit of the 
Poors Work, to their greater Comfort and 
better Support, and yet leffen our Pariſh Rates: 
Which may ſerve for the Application of the 
'firſt Propoſition of this Diſcourſe. 


As to the Second, the Diſadvantage and il 
Conſequence of Idleneſs, whether voluntary or 
. 6 0 
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of Neceſſity; I muſt more ef pecially addreſs 
my ſelf to You, the Magiſtrates, for the Cure 
and Remedy of this Evil, becauſe That in a 
great Meaſure will depend upon the' Exerciſe 
of your Authority, where the Methods mine, 
Propos'd fail of Succeſs. . | 


As L Crimes whatever are Offences! againſt 
GOD, and as ſuch. liable to the Penalties 
of Divine Laws; but ſome have befide an 
unmediate Relation to the Civil Society; 
And Juftice requires, that where an Injury is 
done directly to the Civil State, there the 
Civil Magiſtrate ſhould have an immediate 
Power of coercing and puniſhing ſuch Iniquity, | 
that the Publick may not ſuffer Damage. Now 


Wleneſs alone is a Detriment to the Com- 


munity, and as ſuch the Dutch have by Law 
provided Remedies againſt it, and Puniſhments 
for it. And hence it is, thoſe States, who 
have little Land of their oyn, and conſequently 
want Product to ſubſiſt themſelves, or trade 
with others, yet by diſcouraging Lazineſs, and 
promoting Induſtry, maintain an infinite Num- 
ber of People. Of ſo great Effect is Labour 
and Diligence under the proper Reſtraints, 


and ſurabie Encouragements of a Legiſlature. 
1 our Laws are defeflive in ſome 


Nee for tho' oyr Poor have more and 
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- Materials for their 3 and 
Subſiſtence, yet we labour under greater Incon- 
veniencies. But as I have obſerv'd, that Idleneſs 
naturally and neceffarily ends in Wickedneſs, 
and that the Crimes, which are the Conſequence 
of Sloth, are of ſuch a kind as to injure the 
Publick, here is Occafion for the Magiſtrate, 
and here he has Power to exerciſe his Autho- 
rity; and by ſeverely animadverting upon the 
ill Effects, he may have an Influence upon the 
Cauſe. For all Puniſhments are intended to 
teach the Offender by his Sufferings to ſin no 
more, and to warn others by the Example not 
to commit the ſame or like Crime, left they 
alſo incur the Penalty. And therefore if the 
Laws againft Immorality and Prophaneneſs have 
a due and regular Execution, Tranſgreffors 
will not dare to be ſo 1mpudent and open as 
they are, and have been, in the Practice of 
Iniquity. Fear would curb the publick' Scan- 
dal, and conſequently take off fome part of the 
Pradtice, and probably by degrees the outward 
 Reftraint would aboliſh, however it certainly 
| would leſſen the ſecret Commif on of Wick- 
edneſs. The Drunkard therefore, the Thief, the 
| Common Swearer, and other Lewd Offenders, ought 
to be made Publick Examples, that the Law may 
become, what it is defign'd to be, a Terror to 
Evil Doers. And therefore every weak or cor- 
rupt Magiſtrate, who . — 
Lb a 
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baſe Views ſuffers the Wicked to go unpuniſh'd; 
not only betrays his Truſt, but is anſwerable 


to God and the Community for the ill Con- 


quences. 


. = 


Nxxr to the Perſons of the 


ſome Care ought to be taken of the Houſes 


of Entertainment, where vile Practices are 
committed, and vile Perſons ruin d. Publick 
Houſes, as they afford Reception for Travel- - 


lers, and ſupply the weary Labourer with that 
Refreſhment he cannot conveniently have at 


Home, are uſeful and tolerable; but when 
they degenerate into Tipling, Gaming and 
Bawdy-Houſes, become common Nuſances, and 
devour the Subſiftence whieh many poor ſtary- 


ing Families want at Home. The Gains of ſuch 


Places are the Loſs of the Publick, they get 
the Wages of the Labourer, and the 'Pariſh is 
forced to keep the Wife and Children, and 
the Man too when his Strength and Subſtance 
are gone- In granting therefore ſuch Licences, 
the Magiſtrate ought to be very - cautious" in 


the Choice of modeſt and diſcreet Perſons, and 


take Care afterwards that their Houſes be 


regular . and orderlyz and eſpecially not to 


ſuffer over many. in the Buſineſs, becauſe if 


there be more than can live in an honeft and 
reputable Way, they will for their own Advan- 
tage contriye Means co draw in the  unwary 
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and idle Perſon, and furniſh the vicious ks 
Opportunities of ſpending their Fortunes, to 
the common Detriment, as well as their . 
cular undoing. 


I have in this Diſcourſe confined my ſelf 
moſtly to prudential Conſiderations, becauſe 
the Subject naturally led me to it, and the 
religious Principles of Charity I have often 
inſiſted upon in other Diſcourſes, and therefore 
thought it not neceſſary to repeat them in 
this. But give me Leave, in purſuance of the 
Method I have taken, to obſerve further, that 
the Promiſes of GOD to the charitable, ex- 
tend to this World as well as the next; and 
that, in the Proſecution of this Charity I have 
recommended, there is a certain Proſpect of 

Temporal Advantage, of ſaving to our ſelves, 
while we make a better Proviſion for the weak 
and aged of the Poor, while we employ the 
Idle to work for their own Maintenance, and 

manage the Education of the young and igno- 
rant to. uſeful and holy Purpoſes, ſo as to 
enable them to labour for their own Support, 
ne the Hove Time teack them to-be * 
unto Salvation. 5 


"ae I would "i no Means have it L_ 
that religious Principles ought not to have the 
greateſt Weight with us in this Affair; 4 
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| if we proceed herein upon the Motives of Obe- 


dience to GO D's Commandments, and a firm 
Reliance upon his Promiſes, eſpecially thoſe of 


eternal Rewards, this will inſpire us with Cou- © 
rage and Reſolution ſuperior to all Difficulties, - 


and the Force of Religion, in Conjunction with 
the Arguments of worldly Wiſdom, will give 
ſuch a Spirit of Zeal and Unanimity, as mult 


engage us to undertake this Work of Charity, 
and muſt give Succeſs to our Undertaking. | 


Now to GOD, the Defender of the Poor, who . is 
the Father 2 the Fatherleſs, and pleads the 
Cuauſe of the Widow, be aſcribed, as is due, lf 
Honour, Glory, Praiſe, Majeſty and Dominion, 
| henceforth and for evermore. Amen. wg 
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